
WHY DO YOU NEED A NEW AUTOCLAVE FOR YOUR PRACTICE?
1  You are replacing an

existing unit that is broken.

2  Your practice is growing and
you need more capacity or

you are switching to cassettes.

Were you totally satisfied with 
the current unit before

it broke?

How many units would best
serve you?

A. Cycle Time Too Slow

B. Drying Capability

C. Failed Spore Tests & Wet Loads

Should you purchase an Automatic 
(Class B) or Manual (Class N/gravity 

displacemant) autoclave?

YES
So Let’s match 
it as closely as 

possible.

NO
So let’s find out 
what features 
you’d like now

.
Ÿ Consider how many different loads 

you run.
Ÿ Consider how many turns your are 

currently making.
Ÿ Consider your insurance policy - how 

much is one hour worth to the 
practice.

Ÿ Consider tube/trays or cassettes. 
What are the sizes and types available 
and which would best suit your dental 
practice.

Ÿ How long is your current unit running?
Ÿ What do you need it to be, and is this 

realistic?
Ÿ Would it be better to add another unit?
Ÿ Would it be better to get a larger unit?

Ÿ Sterilization is an operation of time, 
temperature, and pressure.

Ÿ Volume of items sterilized should be 
appropriate for size of autoclave.

Ÿ Drying inefficiency will be impacted by 
proper loading of machines.

Ÿ Would it be better to get a larger unit?

Ÿ ”Pushing Loads” is the autoclave cycle 
ending too soon, being interrupted, or 
being overloaded.

Ÿ Poor Maintenance: dirty chamber, worn 
door gasket, old filters, or poor water 
quality.

Ÿ Solutions: staff retraining, unit 
replacement, or purchase of additional 
unit.

3  You are dissatisfied with your 
current autoclave due to (A) slow 

cycle time, (B) drying capability, or 
(C) failed spore tests/wet loads.

Ÿ What staff is assigned to sterilize?
Ÿ Advantage of automatic as surety to 

practice and patients.
Ÿ What are you sterilizing (Hand pieces, 

Instruments, Tools, IV tubing)?
Ÿ How important are your current CDC and 

FDA guidelines to you?


